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Betsy Magnuson
President, Herbert H. 

Landy Insurance Agency
How did you get your start in the in-
surance industry? It is a long story, but 
I joined the family-owned business 33 
years ago and learned the business from 
the ground up.

What different roles have you held? 
Administration, underwriting, manager 
and president.

What were some of the biggest chal-
lenges you have faced in your career? 
To not let my emotions overshadow 
my decision making. To listen to my 
instincts. To carefully weigh tough deci-
sions and get the input of others. Over 
the years, I learned how to be an effec-
tive leader by being honest and human 
and treating others as I wanted to be 
treated.  

Has the role of women in the insur-
ance industry changed since you 
began? There are many more women in 
the insurance industry now than there 
were when I began my career. It is no 
longer a male-driven profession. 

What would you tell young women 
who are interested in entering the in-
dustry? Go for it. I have started many a 
young woman in the insurance industry 
who have climbed the corporate ladder 
and found a successful career path in in-
surance. There is a lot of opportunity for 
women who are motivated and smart. 
Be willing to learn from the ground up. 

How do you see women’s roles chang-
ing in the next 10 years? I believe 
women will continue to climb up the 
ladder into positions of authority and 
management. Hopefully, we will see 
equal pay for equal work regardless of 
gender. 

What advice would you give to your 
younger self? Stop being so defensive 
and sensitive.  


